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In May of 1985, I met a man who forever changed my life.  It was the very first time

that I came to the United States in order to begin my endodontic journey at Baylor

College of Dentistry in Dallas, Texas.  As grateful as I was to Dr. Harrrison in accepting

me into his postgraduate program, I was so scared inside that I might not meet his

expectation.

The first day I met him, I felt relieved….as rigid as he may seem, I could feel his

warm and deep caring to his students.  He worked us hard but we knew he worked

hard for us as well.  There were many times in a week when we heard him in the

background saying ‘why would you do that? Who taught you that? Please justify what

you did or get back to me’… We, the residents, saw him almost every single day in the

two years even during the one-week break since it was the time for comprehensive

and quarterly review of all the cases we treated and the time to get ready for the next

quarter…How fortunate we were…How many students out there would have the same

opportunity.

To me, he is the role model of a great teacher and is truly a great man.  A man who

dedicated his life to endodontic education.  A man who never gets tired of his

students….A man who always stays behind you….A man who gives and forgives…A

man who teaches and does not take.... A man who is so happy to see you grow….

Dr. Harrison has had significant impacts on the endodontic profession.  He authored

many research articles and the “Surgical Endodontics” textbook which lead us to better

understanding about wound healing, following endodontic surgery.  He served as

Professor and Director of the Advanced Education Program in Endodontics at Baylor

College of Dentistry, Dallas, Texas, the President of the American Board of Endodontics,

and an honorary member of the Endodontic Society of Thailand.

It was with deep sorrow to learn about his death on February 26, 2007.  He is sadly

missed but not forgotten.  Thank you for taking me under your wing.  Dr. Harrison, I,

together with all your students, am forever grateful to you.

Chutima Mangkornkarn, DDS

May 30, 2007

In Memoriam of

Professor John W. Harrison,
My Beloved Teacher
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The changing face in Endodontics:
New directions for saving teeth
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635
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202

608

190

350
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1.4 million

74

202
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8

3.5 (2-8)

10

10-20

10+

5

3 (1-5)
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% extraction

10.7

5.6
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23.7

15.3

6.6
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18.7

10.5

�����  ���� Tooth survival studies
Most studies : 1-2% of root filled teeth are lost per year
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Single- VS Multiple-Visit
Endodontic Treatment
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Diagnosis

Irreversible pulpitis with chronic apical periodontitis

Irreversible pulpitis with acute apical periodontitis

Necrotic pulp with chronic apical periodontitis

Necrotic pulp with acute apical periodontitis

Necrotic pulp with chronic apical abscess

Necrotic pulp with acute apical abscess

General dentist (%)

53.3

24.4

34.2

19.0

24.4

6.5

Endodontist (%)

77.7

46.7

56.0

33.3

66.3

16.5
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 single-visit endodontic treatment ������������������ �
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��&�'�� (�)���� Whitten et al.,1996)
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Postoperative pain and flare-ups after single- vs

multiple-visit endodontic treatment
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Effectiveness of single- vs multiple-visit endodontic

treatment
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Entombment of bacteria by the root filling
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